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Welcome to the Gathering of People

It is likely that as long as humans have existed, they have sought opportunities to join with others for 
mutually beneficial purposes: to trade, settle disputes, and create cooperation. It is known that slahal 
has been a shared activity for millennia, crossing family, community, and language barriers, allowing 
diverse people to gather in meaningful ways. In the pre-mechanical era, overland trails and the use of 
waterways meant long journeys for the gathering of Stó:lō families from different settlements. 
 
The Seabird Island Festival is a continuation of the traditional gathering of the Stó:lō people, where 
different communities connect with old acquaintances, share cultural practices, and engage in healthy 
competition. Canoeing points to the rich history of the people, while soccer is also a popular form  
of pitting nation against nation. The greater purpose remains to bring people with a shared  
background together. 
 
The Seabird Island Festival gathering is intergenerational, inclusive of newborns, children of all ages, and 
Elders. The festival is a sharing of tradition from the old to the young in all of its fun, competition, and 
social engagement. Youth learn of self-identity by watching how Elders compete without quitting and 
by respecting others through fair play. They experience the value of joining with others, sharing similar 
ceremonies, and being proud of their own communities.

Welcome Ceremony

Procession from Mill Hall to the Grandstand

10:00 AM  - Procession Lead to Grandstand
10:15 AM   - Welcome Ceremony Starts 

PARKING PARKING 
•	•	 PARKING	PARKING	

$10$10
•	•	 CAMPING	CAMPING	

$20$20

“There is a longing among all people and creatures to have a sense of purpose and worth. 
To Satisfy that common longing in all of us we must respect each other.” 

-Chief Dan George



Agenda		

FRIDAY

12:00 PM	 Gate Opens
	 Vendors Set-up
	 Campers Arrive

SATURDAY

8:00 AM	 Games Begin
	 Vendors Open
	 ATM Open
10:00 AM	 Welcome Ceremony
10:00 AM	 War Canoe - Skippers Meeting
	 Elder's Tea - College Elders Room
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM	 Skate Jam
	 Wonder World
11:00 AM	 War Canoe Races Begin
5:00 PM	 50-50 Draw - Winner Announced
6:00 PM	 Vendors Close
6:00 - 10:00 PM	 Coastal Jam

SUNDAY

8:00 AM	 Games Begin
	 Vendors Open
	 ATM Open
10:00 AM	 Elder’s Tea - College Elders Room
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM	 Wonder World 
11:00 AM	 War Canoe Races Begin
	 After Final Game - Awards Presentation
5:00 PM	 50-50 Draw - Winner Announced
6:00 PM	 Vendors Close

50/50 Draws  
Saturday and 

Sunday at 5 p.m.
No outside draws PermittedNo outside draws Permitted



CoastalJamSq’ówqel & 
 

May 25, 2024 
6 PM to 10 PM 
Dinner: 6:00 PM  

Jam Out: 7 PM to 10 PM 

2895 Chowat Rd 
Agassiz BC 

Iron Man 10 & under 
Iron Man 16 & under 

Potato Dance 



Seabird Island Band’s  
First Nation Festival  

aligns with and embraces  
the philosophy of Fair Play Canada. 

Fair play is a fundamental mindset that can be taught, 
learned, and broadly applied in life. It is the cornerstone  
of a more ethical sports environment, one anchored in 
integrity, fairness, and respect.

Through sports, athletes develop crucial skills like goal 
setting, hard work, and enjoyment. They learn to respect 
their own and their competitors’ abilities, valuing the effort 
of all participants regardless of skill level. When properly 
guided, athletes recognize that the fulfillment of sports lies 
as much in the effort as in the outcome.

All individuals involved in sports, including parents, 
spectators, athletes, officials, and coaches, have a role 
to play in promoting fair play. Leading by example and 
respecting both the explicit and implicit rules of the game 
are crucial.

Learning to manage stress constructively ensures that 
fair play skills and instincts remain intact even in other 
competitive situations.

Elder’s Tea
Seabird
College
Elders 
Room #10

When:

Casual Conversation:

Saturday & Sunday
10:00 AM

Seating & Tea

2821 Chowat Rd, Agassiz

We would love to see your photos and hear your 
experiences, please share the fun you have at the 
festival on the Seabird Island Facebook, Festival 

Events page with the QR Code: 

NOTE: These photos may be used  
in future promotions

Visit the NEW Seabird Festival Webpage at 
seabirdfestival.ca 



Sport Code of ConductSport Code of ConductSport Code of Conduct
1.	 Remember, the players are 

involved in the sport for their 
enjoyment, not yours.

2.	 Respect all decisions made by 
coaches, and referees.

3.	 Be a role model by supporting 
your player.

4.	 Respect the rights of all players.

5.	 Applaud effort and hard work, 
as well as success.

6.	 Encourage everyone to play 
according to the rules.

7.	 Applaud the opposition as well 
as your team.

8.	 Do not coach or train your 
player while playing games; 
leave it to the coaches.

9.	 Do not shout or criticize 
players, parents, coaches,  
and referees.

10.	 Do not force anyone to 
participate in sport.
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SEABIRD FESTIVAL SEABIRD FESTIVAL 
SHOWERS AVAILABLESHOWERS AVAILABLE

Saturday: 8 Saturday: 8 amam - 10  - 10 pmpm

Sunday: 8 Sunday: 8 amam - 6  - 6 pmpm

Two Shower Locations: Two Shower Locations: 
•	•	 Two Behind the Band Office Gym, the back of the gravel parking lot. Two Behind the Band Office Gym, the back of the gravel parking lot. 
•	•	 One outdoor shower located by the Maria Slough / Field 1.One outdoor shower located by the Maria Slough / Field 1. 

1.	 All canoes and skippers must be 
registered by 10:00 AM, Saturday,  
May 25, 2024.

2.	 Races begin at 11:00 AM, Saturday  
and Sunday.

3.	 Each race must begin and end with the 
same number of  participants in each 
canoe. Failure to do so will result in 
disqualification from that race.

4.	 Canoe Skippers are required to hold 
onto the starting rope with all other 
paddles raised overhead. Failure to 
have all paddles in the air will result in 
disqualification for that race.

5.	 Canoes must complete all turns. Missing 
a turn will result in being disqualified from 
the race.

6.	 Swinging of  paddles will result in 
disqualification from the race.

7.	 Absolutely no contact is permitted 
with opponents – this will result in 
disqualification from the race.

8.	 There will be zero tolerance for verbal 
abuse towards officials. Individuals will 
be disqualified and will not be allowed to 
participate in the next race.

9.	 Protests must be submitted by the Canoe 
Skipper in writing within 30 minutes after 
the completion of  the race.

10.	Judges’ decisions are final.

11.	Prizes will be awarded after each race 
and should be picked up by the canoe 
skipper only.

12.	All canoes must register and attend both 
races days to receive travel honorarium. 

13.	Travel expenses for canoes will be  
paid on Sunday, May 26, 2024 after  
the races and must be picked up by  
only the Canoe Skipper.

14.	No paddle restrictions.

CANOE RACES RULESCANOE RACES RULESCANOE RACES RULESCANOE RACES RULES



Saturday First Second Third
Single Paddle

10U FEMALE $20 $15 $10
10U MALE $20 $15 $10
13U FEMALE $20 $15 $10
13U MALE $20 $15 $10
16U FEMALE $20 $15 $10
16U MALE $20 $15 $10
WOMEN'S $30 $20 $10
MEN'S $30 $20 $10

Double Paddle
10 & UNDER $40 $30 $20
13 & UNDER $40 $30 $20
16 & UNDER $40 $30 $20
WOMEN'S $60 $40 $20
MEN'S $60 $40 $20
MIXED $60 $40 $20

6 Paddle
10 & UNDER $120 $90 $60
13 & UNDER $120 $90 $60
16 & UNDER $120 $90 $60
WOMEN’S $180 $120 $60
MEN’S $180 $120 $60

11 Paddle
10 & UNDER $330 $220 $110
13 & UNDER $330 $220 $110
16 & UNDER $330 $220 $110
WOMEN’S $440 $330 $220
MEN'S $440 $330 $220

Sunday First Second Third
11 Paddle

MEN $660 $440 $330
WOMEN $660 $440 $330
16 & UNDER $550 $330 $220
13 & UNDER $550 $330 $220
10 & UNDER $550 $330 $220

6 Paddle
GENERATIONS DASH 
(50+, MEN, WOMEN, 
16U, 13U, AND 10U)

$180 $120 $60

SIX MAN DASH 
(MIXED 3&3) $180 $120 $60

MEN $360 $240 $180
WOMEN $360 $240 $180
16 & UNDER $300 $180 $120
13 & UNDER $300 $180 $120

Double Paddle

MASTER’S 
DOUBLE (50+) $120 $80 $40

MEN $120 $80 $40
WOMEN $120 $80 $40
16 & UNDER $60 $40 $20
13 & UNDER $60 $40 $20
MIXED $60 $40 $20

Single Paddle
MEN'S $60 $40 $20
WOMEN'S $60 $40 $20

16 & UNDER $30 $20 $10
13 & UNDER $30 $20 $10



Festival Winners of 2023
50/50 Draw Winners

Saturday 50/50  
Jeannie Falstead - $1385
Sunday 50/50 
Marilyn August - $1747

Program Draw Winners
Hoodie - Fred P. 
Insulated Bottle - Tom P. 
Travel Mug - Karla K. 

CANOE CHAMPIONS
Special Master Double

1st 	 Heather & Dom 
2nd 	 Nabi & Brian 
3rd 	 Walter & Keith

Special 6 Man Dash
1st 	 Blue Jay 
2nd 	 Top Secret 
3rd 	 Little Cookie

11 Paddle Men’s
1st 	 Island Brave 
2nd 	 Lost Boys 
3rd 	 Winter Price

11 Paddle Women’s
1st 	 Stolo Queen 
2nd 	 King Fisher 
3rd 	 Eyem Thale

11 Paddle Bucks
1st 	 King Fisher 
2nd 	 Trudy Mae 
3rd 	 Celtic Sunset

11 Paddle Jr Bucks
1st 	 King Fisher 
2nd 	 Tsesqel 
3rd 	 NA

11 Paddle 10U
1st 	 Tsesqel 
2nd	 King Fisher 
3rd 	 NA

6 Paddle Men’s
1st 	 Island Brave 
2nd 	 Blue Jays 
3rd 	 Top Secret

6 Paddle Women’s
1st 	 Top Secret 
2nd 	 Blue Jays 
3rd 	 Vicky Lynn

6 Paddle Buckskins
1st 	 Top Secret 
2nd 	 Kilgard 
3rd 	 7 Sons

6 Paddle Jr. Buckskins
1st 	 Top Secret 
2nd 	 Scowlitz 
3rd 	 7 Sons

Mixed 3x3 Special
1st 	 Noah, Ryan, Chelsei, 	  
	 Gray 
2nd 	 Jacqueline, Memphis, 
	 Brandyn 
3rd 	 Xavier, Brooke, Wyze

Double Paddle Men’s
1st 	 Mike & James 
2nd 	 Terry & Darren 
3rd 	 Eli & Derek

Double Paddle Women’s
1st 	 Tyra & Jacq. 
2nd 	 Tara & Julisha 
3rd 	 Heather & Jade

Double Paddle Mixed
1st 	 Tyra & William 
2nd 	 Jaq & Brandon 
3rd 	 Colin & Chelsea

Double Paddle Buckskins
1st 	 Memphis & Autumn 
2nd 	 Amanda & Shauna 
3rd 	 Leeland & Chanae

Double Paddle Jr. Buckskins
1st 	 Ryan & Robert 
2nd 	 Zara & Angel 
3rd 	 Deloras & Lindsay



Single Paddle Men’s
1st 	 James 
2nd 	 Pemmus 
3rd 	 Mike

Single Paddle Women’s
1st 	 Tyra 
2nd 	 Lailani 
3rd 	 Chelsei

Single Paddle Buckskins
1st 	 Memphis 
2nd 	 Talan 
3rd 	 Jacob

Single Paddle Jr. Buckskins
1st 	 Wise 
2nd 	 Lila 
3rd 	 Ryry

SOCCER CHAMPIONS
Women’s Soccer

1st 	 All Arounders  
2nd 	 Rainbow Stars  
3rd 	 Squamish United

Men’s Soccer
1st 	 Xwelmex FC.  
2nd 	 Kuper Island 
3rd 	 Musqueam Blues

16 U Soccer
1st 	 Sts’ailes Chiefs 
2nd 	 Seabird  
3rd 	 TWN Warriors

U13 Soccer
1st 	 Jr. Rainbow Stars 
2nd 	 Cap Crew FC  
3rd 	 Nisga’s Cubs

U10 Soccer
1st 	 Shishalh Jr Renegades 
2nd 	 Cap Crew FC  
3rd 	 Sts’ailes Sasquatch

U7 Soccer
1st 	 Shishalh Jr Renegades 
2nd 	 Cap Crew FC  
3rd 	 Seabird

U5 Soccer
1st 	 Sts’ailes Mini Chiefs 
2nd 	 Shishalh Jr Renegades 
3rd 	 Lil Blues

SKATEBOARD CHAMPIONS
Best Trick Top 3:

1st 	 Dreadon Giroux  
2nd 	 Sam Py  
3rd 	 Hayden Gutierrez

BASEBALL CHAMPIONS
1st 	 W4L  
2nd 	 Most Wanted  
3rd 	 Rez Rockets



Committee / Leads
Festival Coordinator - Charlene Point

Communications & Info Booth ...........................................................  Sandra Bobb
Coastal Jam..............................................................................................Dianna Kay
Finance & 50/50.......................................................................... Coral-Leigh Peters 
First Aid.........................................................................................................  Medix
Head Referee - Adult............................................................................ Ned Mullock 
Head Referee - Youth..................................................................................  Darshan
Maintenance.......................................................................................... Art Andrew
Parking Gate........................................................................................ Celeste Bobb
Security..................................................................................................... Allegiance
Soccer - Adult.............................................................. Kristy McNeil / Navinder Gill
Soccer - Youth.............................................................. Danika Snook / Ashley Bobb
Volunteers/Vendors...............................................................................Roy Bedford
War Canoes.................................................................................  Brooke Bobb-Reid

Behind the Scenes at Seabird Island Festival

May 24 to 26, 2024, will see thousands of men, women, and children visit Seabird Island 
to enjoy the annual gathering of many communities who share common traditions and 
culture. Attendees will experience sports as participants and viewers. Children will enjoy 
fun and games, while youth will be amazed at the skateboarding. Everyone will also 
enjoy the offerings of the food and craft vendors.

The planning committee convened starting in the fall of 2023, examining every part of 
the operation. Budgets were finalized, marketing and registration package creation, 
and spreading the word through social media occupied the winter months, followed by 
volunteer recruitment and ordering souvenirs, medals, and t-shirts in the spring.

Behind the scenes, work on the festival site began many weeks ago with field 
preparations and the installation of new soccer nets. Contracts for porta-potties, site 
security, and First Aid have been arranged.

During the festival, over 75 people are involved each day to ensure a positive 
experience for everyone. The festival draws on community volunteers and staff from 
all departments for its success. Accountants, parents, high school students, teachers, 
engineers, and managers help with the tournaments, parking, site services, and program 
activities. The people in the BRIGHT YELLOW t-shirts are here for you!

Site take-down, debriefing with volunteers and service providers, and wrapping up the 
reports and accounts will take much of June. Following a debrief from festival staff, it  
will all start over again. We are already looking forward to next year’s festival on  
May 24 to 25, 2025. See you then!



History of Festivals

Seabird Festival records go back to 1971. 
The history of First Nations festivals dates to 
before colonization. First Nation tribes would 
travel up and down the river by canoe to 
other tribes to compete in sports and games, 
to trade, to look for a spouse, to reconnect 
with family from other tribes, all while sharing 
stories and music. Today’s festival circuit is 
much the same. Most do not travel by river to 
get to the festivals anymore, but we still bring 
the canoes and use them to compete.

For thousands of years, Indigenous peoples 
have played their own sports to teach 
survival and other life skills, for fun, and for 
competition. The First Nations’ contributions 
to Canadian sports are visible today in sports 
such as kayaking, canoeing, snowshoeing, 
swimming, wrestling, and lacrosse, a sport 
which was originally played by First Nations 
people on the east coast.

Soccer is the world’s most popular sport and 
one of the oldest sports known, beginning 
over 2000 years ago in China. Cuju involved 
kicking a ball into a small hole. A similar sport 
was recorded in Mexico and Central America 
in 1600 A.D. Records show the use of balls 
stuffed with grass, caribou hair, and moss in 
Alaska and Canada. In 1620, the natives in the 
Jamestown settlement (Virginia, USA) played 
a game called pasuckuakohowog (they gather 
to play ball with the foot). The rough game 
was played on the beach, half a mile wide, 
with the goals a mile apart and as many as 
1000 players.

We hope everybody continues to join us 
and share in the rich history and culture 
celebrated at the Seabird Island First Nation 
Festival for years to come. We look forward to 
seeing you all at other events on  
the circuit this year.

By Sandra Bobb 
Sq’éwqel Communications



Sponsors



Food Vendors



We would love to see your photos and hear 
your experiences, please share the fun you have 
at the festival on the Seabird Island Facebook, 

Festival Events page with the QR Code: 

NOTE: These photos may be used  
in future promotions



Smile Seabird Photographers on Site!
Professional photographers 
employed by the Event Organizer, 
the Seabird Island Band, and local 
reporters will be present taking 
pictures and video footage at the 

event. These images may be used, 
without further notification, at a 
later date to market this event and 
future events.

Safety First
PLEASE REMEMBER when parking your 
vehicle, look to see if your vehicle is 
blocking another vehicle to exit or enter the 
designated area.

PLEASE BE MINDFUL AND ROAD SAFE 
WHEN WATCHING THE WAR CANOES. 
Many spectators pull a lawn chair out and 
place this on the pavement of the road. 
The road is very narrow and when two 
vehicles are passing each other can become 
dangerous.

Safety First: Child safety near traffic can be 
affected by two major players: drivers and 
parents. For their part, young children have 
not yet developed the necessary skills to 
safely assess the dangers of  
the road.

Please keep your eyes on your children!

Drug and Alcohol Free Event

In Case of an Emergency
The Seabird Island Festival is not 
responsible for lost or stolen goods, 
damaged property or injuries. Players 
participate at their own risk. In case of an 
emergency, staff will contact emergency 
personnel for you.

First Aid: Located at the College Portable 
#2. Attendants are also walking the site 
between 8 AM - 4 PM.

Lost Child: Report to any Sports Tent, they 
will radio to MC to announce immediately.

Child Left Behind: MC to announce and ask 
child to report to the Info. Booth.

Lost and Found: Located at the  
Info Booth located between Field 1 and the 
Millennium Hall.

Security: Police and Security will be making 
regular patrols 24 hours a day. Report any 
drug or alcohol use to security. 

Grievance: Notify committee at 
sports tents

Dial 911: For any medical emergency, 
domestic/assault, or fire.

Emergency Vehicle Access Routes:
•	 Spectators will not be permitted to park 

along Field #1 at anytime.
•	 Do not block any entrances!

These areas are to be kept clear of vehicles 
to ensure there is a route for emergency 
personnel.
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Skate Skate 
JamJam
Skate Skate 
JamJam

Door PrizeS  Door PrizeS  
Sign uP at the youth tentSign uP at the youth tent

Saturday,  Saturday,  
May 25May 25

Lacrosse BoxLacrosse Box

10 10 amam - 4  - 4 PmPm

Saturday,  Saturday,  
May 25May 25

Lacrosse BoxLacrosse Box

10 10 amam - 4  - 4 PmPm

Available for any age, no Available for any age, no 
experience necessaryexperience necessary

Extra skateboards and  Extra skateboards and  
helmets availablehelmets available

Door PrizeS  Door PrizeS  
Sign uP at the youth tentSign uP at the youth tent

all ageS ConteSt  all ageS ConteSt  
10 - 12 Pm  10 - 12 Pm  
Sign uP at the youth tentSign uP at the youth tent

1 - 4 Pm1 - 4 Pm

all ageS ConteSt  all ageS ConteSt  
10 - 12 Pm  10 - 12 Pm  
Sign uP at the youth tentSign uP at the youth tent

  »» Group Game of S.K.A.T.E.Group Game of S.K.A.T.E.
  »» Best TrickBest Trick

1 - 4 Pm1 - 4 Pm

  »» Skateboard Lessons with Skateboard Lessons with 
the Seabird Skate Crew  the Seabird Skate Crew  
(Sign up at the youth tent)(Sign up at the youth tent)


